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Reading Practice 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet at the end of the workbook to record 
your answers. 

from Twenty-Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 
Jules Verne 




Jules Verne wrote his novel Twenty-Thousand Leagues Under the Sea in the 
1860s — long before there were submarines that could stay underwater for 
long periods of time. In his story, Professor Arronnax and two other men are 
saved by the mysterious Captain Nemo and taken aboard Nemo 's submarine 
the Nautilus. 



That night, about eleven o'clock, I 
received a most unexpected visit from 
Captain Nemo. He asked me very 
politely if I was tired from having been 
up so late the previous night. I said I 
wasn't. 

"Then, Monsieur Aronnax, I propose 
a curious excursion." 

"What sort of an excursion, 
Captain?" 

"So far you have only visited the 
ocean depths by daylight, under the 
brightness of the sun. How would you 
like to see them in the darkness of the 
night?" 

"Very much." 

"I warn you, the excursion will be 
tiring. We'll have to walk a long way, 
and must climb a mountain. The roads 
are not well kept." 

"What you say, Captain, only makes 
me more curious; I am ready to follow 
you." 

"Come then, sir, we will put on our 
diving-suits." 

When I got to the dressing room, I 



saw that neither of my companions nor 
any of the ship's crew were to go with us 
on this excursion. Captain Nemo had 
made no mention of my taking either 
Ned or Conseil. 

In a few moments we had put on our 
suits; they placed on our backs the 
reservoirs, filled considerable amounts 
of air, but we weren't given our electric 
lamps. I mentioned this to the Captain. 

"They will be useless," he replied. 

I thought I had not heard him 
correctly, but I could not repeat myself, 
for the Captain's head had already 
disappeared inside the metal helmet. 
When I finished my preparations, I felt 
them put an iron-tipped stick into my 
hand, and several minutes later, after 
going through the usual operations, we 
set foot on the bottom of the Atlantic at a 
depth of a thousand feet. 

It was almost midnight. The waters 
were completely dark, but Captain 
Nemo pointed out in the distance a 
reddish spot, a sort of large light shining 
brilliantly about two miles away. What 
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Reading Practice continued 



this fire was, what was feeding it, why it 
was burning at all in the midst of water, 
I had no idea. In any case, it lit our way, 
dimly to be sure, but I soon became 
accustomed to the darkness, realized that 
the Ruhmkorff lamps had not been 
necessary. 

Captain Nemo and I, walking near 
each other, headed straight for the spot 
of light. The flat ground started to rise a 
bit. We took large strides, helping 
ourselves along with our sticks; but all 
the same our progress was slow, for our 
feet often sank in a kind of mud mixed 
with seaweed and strewn with flat 
stones. 

As we walked, I could hear a kind of 
crackling overhead, a continual pattern 
that would occasionally increase a bit in 
intensity. I soon understood the cause. It 
was rain pounding on the surface of the 
waves. Instinctively the thought flashed 
across my mind that I should be soaked! 
Soaked by the water, in the midst of the 
water! I could not help laughing at the 
odd idea. But, indeed, in the thick 
diving-suit, one has no sense of being in 
water; it feels rather as if one were in the 
midst of a slightly denser atmosphere 
than that above the surface, and nothing 
more. 

After half an hour's walk the soil 
became rocky. Jellyfish, microscopic 
shellfish, and sea pens lit up with their 
glimmers of phosphorescence. I could 
make out heaps of stones covered with 
millions of zoophytes and masses of 
seaweed. My feet often slipped upon this 
sticky carpet of seaweed, and without 
my iron-tipped stick I would have fallen 
more than once. In turning round, I 
could still see the whitish lantern of the 
Nautilus growing paler in the distance. 



The heaps of rocks I just mentioned 
were laid out on the ocean floor with a 
certain regularity of pattern that I could 
not explain. I noticed giant furrows 
which went off into the murky distance 
and who length it was impossible to 
calculate. There were also other details 
which struck me as even more 
incredible. It seemed as if my heavy lead 
soles were trampling on a litter of bones, 
making them crack with a dry sound. 

Our path grew lighter and lighter. 
The whitish gleam came in rays from the 
top of a mountain about 800 feet high. 
But what I saw was only a reflection, 
produced by the water itself. The source 
of this mysterious light was on the 
opposite side of the mountain. 

In the midst of this stony maze 
furrowing the bottom of the Atlantic, 
Captain Nemo advanced without 
hesitation. He knew this dark road. He 
had undoubtedly been here often, and 
there was no danger of his getting lost. I 
followed him with unshakable 
confidence. He seemed to me like a 
spirit of the sea; and, as he walked 
before me, I could not help admiring his 
tall build outlined against the lights on 
the horizon. 

It was one in the morning when we 
arrived at the foot of the mountain; but 
in order to climb it we had to go up 
difficult paths of a vast forest. 

Yes, a forest of dead trees, without 
leaves or sap, trees petrified by the sea 
with an occasional gigantic pine 
towering high into the water. It was like 
a coal field standing, holding onto the 
furrowed soil with its roots, and its 
branches looking as if they had been 
delicately cut out of black paper. The 
reader might get some idea of it by 
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Reading Practice continued 



trying to imagine the forest clinging to 
the sides of the Hartz Mountains, but all 
under water. The paths were cluttered 
with seaweed and sea wrack, and among 
it crawled a whole world of shellfish. I 
climbed up rocks, and stepped over 
fallen trunks, breaking the sea vines 
which hung from one tree to the other; 
and startling the fishes flying from 
branch to branch. 
In my excitement I no longer felt 
fatigue. I followed my guide, who never 
seemed to tire. What a sight! How can I 
describe it? How can I depict the sight of 



these woods and rocks in this middle of 
the water-their under parts dark and 
scary, the upper sides tinted with red 
light whose intensity was increased as if 
it was reflected by the water? We 
climbed over huge rocks which then 
would fall down with the mute rumbling 
sound of an avalanche. On either side of 
the path were hollowed -out dark caves 
in which one could see nothing, and I 
sometimes asked myself if some 
inhabitant of these underwater regions 
was not suddenly going to spring up 
before me. 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. Who is the narrator? 

A Arronnax 
B Conseil 
C Ned 

D an unknown sailor 
1 0LRA3 . 91 C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

2. Written during the Victorian 
period, this excerpt from Twenty- 
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 
relates to the Victorian literary 
theme of 

A social reform. 

B industrialization. 

C exploration and discovery. 

D mystery. 

10LRA3.12/C AHSEE 10LRA3.12 

3. Which word best describes how 
the narrator feels toward Captain 
Nemo? 

A resentful 

B jealous 

C admiring 

D afraid 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

4. The dialogue at the beginning of 
the selection 

A gives background information 
about how the characters met. 

B tells you what will happen 
next. 

C shows that the characters are 
old friends. 

D shows that the characters do 
not like each other very much. 

10LRA3.10/C AHSEE 10LRA3.10 



5. What do you learn about Captain 
Nemo from his dialogue? 

A that he is old 

B that he is from another country 
C that he cannot read 
D that he is very well educated 
10LRA3.4/C AHSEE 10LRA3.4 

6. What are the reservoirs 
described below? 



they placed on our backs the 
reservoirs 



A the place where water is held 
for everyday use 

B air tanks 

C savings 

D the table saved for a guest in a 
restaurant 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

7. Read this sentence from the 
passage. 



Jellyfish, microscopic shellfish, 
and sea pens lit up with glimmers 
of phosphorescence . 



What does phosphorescence 
mean? 

A roughness 

B stillness 

C excitement 

D glowing in the dark 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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8. Why does Captain Nemo ask the 
narrator if he is tired? 

A He wants to know if the 

narrator is up for an adventure. 

B He wants to give the narrator a 
break. 

C The narrator has been yawing. 

D He is making fun of the 
narrator. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 



9. The narrator knows that Captain 
Nemo has been on this journey 
before because Captain Nemo 

A tells him so. 

B walks confidently as if he 
knows the way. 

C said it would be a "curious 
excursion." 

D gave him a diving suit. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Mapping the Earth's Surface 




For many centuries mapmakers relied on 
the observations of explorers to make 
maps. Today, however, mapmakers have 
far more technologically advanced tools 
for mapmaking. 

Many of today's maps are made by 
remote sensing. Remote sensing is a 
way to collect information about 
something without physically being 
there. Remote sensing can be as basic as 
putting cameras on airplanes. However, 
many mapmakers rely on more 
sophisticated technology, such as 
satellites. 

Satellites can detect energy that your 
eyes cannot. Remote sensors gather data 
about energy coming from Earth's 
surface and send the data back to 
receiving stations on Earth. A computer 
is then used to process the information to 
make a picture you can see. 

Radar is a tool that uses waves of 
energy to map Earth's surface. Waves of 
energy are sent from a satellite to the 
area being observed. The waves are then 
reflected from the area to a receiver on 
the satellite. The distance and the speed 
in which the waves travel to the area and 
back are measured and analyzed to 
create a map of the area. The waves used 



in radar can move through clouds and 
water. Because of this ability, radar has 
been used to map the surface of Venus, 
whose atmosphere is thick and cloudy. 

Did you know that satellite 
technology can actually keep you from 
getting lost? The global positioning 
system (GPS) can help you find where 
you are on Earth. GPS is a system of 
orbiting satellites that send radio signals 
to receivers on Earth. The receivers 
calculate a given place's latitude, 
longitude, and elevation. 

GPS was invented in the 1970s by 
the U. S. Department of Defense for 
military use. However, during the last 30 
years, GPS has made its way into 
people's daily lives. Mapmakers use 
GPS to verify the location of boundary 
lines between countries and states. 
Airplane and boat pilots use GPS for 
navigation. Businesses and state 
agencies use GPS for mapping and 
environmental planning. Many new cars 
have GPS units that show information 
on a screen on the dashboard. Some GPS 
units are small enough to wear on your 
wrist, so you can know your location 
anywhere you go! 
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1. What does radar use to make 
maps? 

A fiber optics 

B lasers 

C light 

D waves of energy 
10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

2. What it the effect of having an 
explanation of early mapmaking 
at the beginning of the selection? 

A to better explain how radar and 
GPS work 

B to tell when the first maps 
were made and who made 
them 

C to make their readers feel 
young at heart 

D to contrast that method with 
how maps are made today 

10RC2. 1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 

3. Why do scientists use radar 
technology instead of 
conventional photography to map 
the surface of Venus? 

A The GPS receivers on Venus 
have been lost. 

B Radar waves cannot move 
through clouds and water. 

C The atmosphere of Venus is 
too thick and cloudy to take a 
conventional photograph of 
the surface. 

D The moons of Venus block the 
light needed to take 
conventional photographs. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 



4. GPS was originally used to help 

A the military. 

B people who were driving far 
from home. 

C airplane pilots with navigation. 

D state agencies with 
environmental planning. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

5. What does remote mean in the 
following sentence? 

Many of today's maps are made 
by remote sensing. 

A a way to collect information 
B from a distance 
C making maps 
D sophisticated technology 
10V1. 1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

6. Read the list of events below. 
Which order best shows how 
remote sensors help mapmakers 
draw a map? 

1 . The mapmakers use the 
computer's information to draw the 
map. 

2. A computer processes the 
information gained from the 
signals. 

3. A satellite sends signals to a 
town. 

4. Each signal is sent from the 
town back to the satellite. 

A 1,3,4,2 

B 3,4,2,1 

C 2,4,3, 1 

D 3, 1,2,4 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7. 
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Reading Practice continued 



7. Based on this selection, what is 
most likely to happen in the 
future? 

A Mapmakers will continue to 
use radar to make maps. 

B The government will require 
people to wear GPS watches. 

C The United States Department 
of Defense will ban all satellite 
use for civilians. 

D No one will ever get lost 
again. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 



8. The passage implies that 

A mapmakers used more 
sophisticated technology 
hundreds of years ago than 
they use today. 

B the military is now in charge 
of making maps. 

C GPS is used on Venus to keep 
astronauts from getting lost. 

D satellites have helped people 
in many ways. 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 

9. Read this sentence from the 
passage. 

Mapmakers use GPS to verify the 
location of boundary lines 
between countries and states. 



What is the best synonym for 
verify as it is used in this 
sentence? 

A test 

B confirm 

C deny 

D explore 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the poem below. Then read each question and choose the best answer. Use the 
provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

The Shell 

by James Stephens 



And then I pressed the shell 

Close to my ear 

And listened well, 

And straightway like a bell 

Came low and clear 

The slow, sad murmur of the distant 

seas, 

Whipped by an icy breeze 

Upon a shore 

Wind-swept and desolate. 

It was a sunless strand 1 that never bore 

The footprint of a man, 

Nor felt the weight 

Since time began 

Of any human quality or stir 

Save what the dreary winds and waves 
incur. 2 

And in the hush of waters was the sound 



Of pebbles rolling round, 
For ever rolling with a hollow sound. 
And bubbling sea-weeds as the waters 
go 

Swish to and fro 

Their long, cold tentacles of slimy grey. 

There was no day, 

Nor ever came a night 

Setting the stars alight 

To wonder at the moon: 

Was twilight only and the frightened 
croon, 

Smitten to whimpers, of the dreary 
wind 

And waves that journeyed blind — 

And then I loosed 4 my ear . . . O, it was 
sweet 

To hear a cart go jolting down the street. 



1 strand: beach 

2 incur: cause 

3 smitten: struck, struck down 

4 loosed: moved away 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. The speaker describes the sound of 

A waves crashing on the beach. 

B people running on the sand. 

C pebbles being pushed along 
the sea shore. 

D the ocean inside a shell. 

1 0LRA3 . II C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 

2. The cart most likely symbolizes 

A love. 

B human activity. 
C friendship. 
D death. 

1 0LRA3 . II C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 

3. What is the mood at the 
beginning of the poem? 

A desolate 

B sympathetic 

C bitter 

D fearful 

1 0LRA3 . 91 C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

4. Read lines 4-6 of the poem. 



And straightway like a bell 

Came low and clear 

The slow, sad murmur of the 
distant 

seas, 



D is disappointed by the modern 
world. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 



This simile 

A creates a regular rhyme. 

B helps the reader visualize the 
shape of the shell. 

C helps the reader hear the sound 
of the sea. 

D makes the poem more realistic. 

10LRA3.il/CAHSEE 10LRA3.11 
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5. What is the effect of the use of 
first person in this selection? 

A It emphasizes how alone the 
speaker feels. 

B It makes the information seem 
more scientific. 

C It allows the author to use 
more descriptive language. 

D It helps the reader imagine the 
scene better. 

10LRA3.9/C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

6. Which type of person is most like 
the speaker in the poem? 

A someone who is active and 
athletic 

B someone who is worldly and 
sophisticated 

C someone who is lazy and slow 

D someone who is curious and 
imaginative 

10LRA3.9/C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

7. The end of the poem suggests that 
the speaker 

A regrets ever picking up the 
shell. 

B is relieved to live in a world 
full of human activity. 

C wishes that he could live in the 
world inside the shell. 
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Reading Practice continued 



8. In these lines from the poem, the 
word desolate suggests that the 
beach is 

Whipped by an icy breeze 
Upon a shore 
Wind-swept and desolate . 

A filthy. 
B deserted. 
C cold. 
D noisy. 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 



9. Which would most likely express 
a theme similar to the one in this 
poem? 

A a story about a person who 
finds a long lost friend 

B a nonfiction essay about 
seashells 

C a diary entry about the joy of 
living in a busy world 

D a news article about businesses 
that thrive on the beach 

10LRA3.5/CAHSEE 10LRA3.5 
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Reading Practice continued 



Theodore Dreiser was an immigrant who fought poverty much of his life. 
Sister Carrie , his first novel, is set in Chicago during the 1800s. Read the 
selection below. Then read each question and choose the best answer. Use the 
provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

from Sister Carrie 
Theodore Dreiser 



It was with weak knees and a slight 
catch in her breathing that she came up 
to the great shoe company at Adams and 
Fifth Avenue and entered the elevator. 
When she stepped out on the fourth floor 
there was no one at hand, only great 
aisles of boxes piled to the ceiling. She 
stood, very much frightened, awaiting 
someone. 

Presently Mr. Brown came up. He 
did not seem to recognize her. 

"What is it you want?" he inquired. 

Carrie's heart sank. 

"You said I should come this 
morning to see about work — " 

"Oh," he interrupted. "Um - yes. 
What is your name?" 

"Carrie Meeber." 

"Yes," said he. "You come with 
me." 

He led the way through dark, box- 
lined aisles which had the smell of new 
shoes, until they came to an iron door 
which opened into the factory proper. 
There was a large, low-ceiled room, with 
clacking, rattling machines at which men 
in white shirtsleeves and blue gingham 
aprons were working. She followed him 
diffidently . . ., keeping her eyes straight 
before her, and flushing slightly. They 
crossed to a far corner and took an 



elevator to the sixth floor. Out of the 
array of machines and benches, Mr. 
Brown signaled a foreman. 

"This is the girl," he said, and 
turning to Carrie, "You go with him." 
He then returned, and Carrie followed 
her new superior to a little desk in a 
corner, which he used as a kind of 
official center. 

"You've never worked at anything 
like this before, have you?" he 
questioned, rather sternly. 

"No, sir," she answered. 

He seemed rather annoyed at having 
to bother with such help, but put down 
her name and then led her across to 
where a line of girls occupied stools in 
front of clacking machines. . . . 

"You," he said, "show this girl how 
to do what you're doing. When you get 
through, come to me." 
The girl so addressed rose promptly and 
gave Carrie her place. . . . 

[Carrie] was not hungry at all, but 
weak, and her eyes were tired, straining 
at the one point where the eye-punch 
came down. The girl at the right noticed 
her squirmings and felt sorry for her. 
She was concentrating herself too 
thoroughly - what she did really required 
less mental and physical strain. There 
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was nothing to be done, however. The 
halves of the uppers came piling steadily 
down. Her hands began to ache at the 
wrists and then in the fingers, and 
towards the last she seemed one mass of 
dull, complaining muscles, fixed in an 
eternal position and performing a single 
mechanical movement which became 
more and more distasteful, until as last it 
was absolutely nauseating. 

When she was wondering whether 
the strain would ever cease, a dull 
sounding bell clanged somewhere down 
an elevator shaft, and the end came. In 
an instant there was a buzz of action and 
conversation. All the girls instantly left 
their stools and hurried away in an 
adjoining room, men passed through, 
coming from some department which 
opened on the right. The whirling wheels 
began to sing in a steadily modifying 
key, until at last they died away in a low 
buzz. There was an audible stillness, in 
which the common voice sounded 
strange. . . . 

The place smelled of the oil of the 
machines and the new leather - a 
combination which, added to the stale 
odors of the building, was not pleasant 
even in cold weather. The floor, though 
regularly swept every evening, presented 
a littered surface. Not the slightest 
provision had been made for the comfort 
of the employees, the idea being that 
something was gained by giving them as 
little and making the work as hard and 
[unprofitable] as possible. What we 
know of foot-rests, swivel-back chairs, 



dining-rooms for the girls, clean aprons 
and curling irons supplied free, and a 
decent cloak room, were unthought of. 
The washrooms were disagreeable, 
crude, if not foul places, and the whole 
atmosphere was sordid. 

She felt as though she could hardly 
endure such a life. Her idea of work had 
been so entirely different. All during the 
long afternoon she thought of the city 
outside and its imposing show, crowds, 
and fine buildings. Columbia City and 
the better side of her home life came 
back. By three o'clock she was sure it 
must be six, and by four it seemed as if 
they had forgotten to note the hour and 
were letting all work overtime. The 
foreman became a true ogre, prowling 
constantly about, keeping her tied down 
to her miserable task. What she heard of 
the conversation about her only made 
her feel sure that she did not want to 
make friends with any of these. When 
six o'clock came she hurried eagerly 
away, her arms aching and her limbs 
stiff from sitting in one position. 

Carrie turned her face to the west 
with a subdued heart. As she turned the 
corner, she saw through the great shiny 
window the small desk at which she had 
applied. There were the crowds, 
hurrying with the same buzz and energy- 
yielding enthusiasm. She felt a slight 
relief, but it was only at her escape. She 
felt ashamed in the face of better dressed 
girls who went by. She felt as though she 
should be better served, and her heart 
revolted. 
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1. At the beginning of the selection 
Carrie is most likely nervous 
because 

A she needs this job in order to 
pay her rent. 

B she knows Mr. Brown is a 
mean boss. 

C she is worried that the other 
girls will not like her. 

D she is starting her very first 
job. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

2. Why does the girl sitting beside 
Carrie feel sorry for her? 

A She sees that Carrie is making 
the work harder than it has to 
be. 

B She feels Carrie is too young 
to be working. 

C She thinks the boss is going to 
fire Carrie. 

D She knows that Carrie is really 
sick. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

3. What is ironic about the way that 
the other girl in the factory reacts 
to Carrie? 

A She feels sorry for Carrie, but 
Carrie feels sorry for her, too. 

B She could just help Carrie with 
the work. 

C She feels sorry for Carrie, but 
she is also working at the 
factory. 

D She is the one who is making 
Carrie so miserable. 

10LRA3.8/C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 



4. The author does not name the 
foreman or the other girl working 
in the factory in order to show that 

A the foreman did not introduce 
himself to his boss or his 
workers. 

B the workers lied about their 
real names. 

C the workers were not treated 
like individuals with needs or 
personal identities. 

D this story was written 
undercover. 

10LRA3.9/CAHSEE 10LRA3.9 

5. Reread these lines from the 
selection. 



Presently Mr. Brown came up. He 
did not seem to recognize her. 



What is most likely the reason 
that the author writes these lines? 

A to tell the reader that the 
boss's name is Mr. Brown 

B to let the reader figure out that 
the girl was previously hired 
by Mr. Brown 

C to convince the reader that Mr. 
Brown is an awful person 

D to show that Mr. Brown and 
the girl have never met before 

10LRA3.9/C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

6. This selection deals with which 
issue of the late 1800s and early 
1900s? 

A women's suffrage 

B prohibition 

C working conditions 

D child labor 

1 0LRA3 . 1 21 CAHSEE 10LRA3.12 
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Reading Practice continued 



7. Read these lines from the 
passage. 

the idea being that something was 
gained by giving them as little and 
making the work as hard and 
[unprofitable] as possible 

Which explanation best restates 
the ideas expressed here? 

A The companies thought that 
the work should be easy, but 
the pay should be low. 

B The workers did not want to 
make a profit. 

C The businesses were very 
concerned about their workers. 

D The companies thought the 
workers would work harder if 
they were uncomfortable. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 

8. Read the following sentence from 
the passage. 

She followed him diffidently . . ., 
keeping her eyes straight before 
her, and flushing slightly. 

Based on the meaning of the 
word diffidently , you can infer 
that Carrie 

A was insecure. 

B was confident. 

C walked quickly. 

D felt carefree. 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 



9. Read this line from the passage. 

Her idea of work had been so 
entirely different. 



How is what Carrie found 
different from what she 
imagined? 

A She imagined it would be so 
much harder than it is. 

B She thought she would find it 
more enjoyable than she does. 

C She thought it would pay 
much more than it does. 

D She thought she would be 
making clothes instead of 
shoes. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 

10. What does the writer mean by 
the phrase audible stillness in the 
sentence below? 

There was an audible stillness , in 
which the common voice sounded 
strange. . . . 

A It was extremely loud with all 
of the machines running. 

B It was unusually quiet. 

C There was not even a breeze. 

D The girls were all whispering. 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

from Double-Shuffle 
Zora Neale Hurston 



Back in the good old days before the 
World War, things were very simple in 
Eatonville. People didn't fox-trot. When 
the town wanted to put on its Sunday 
clothes and wash behind the ears, it put 
on a "breakdown." The daring younger 
set would two-step and waltz, but the 
good church members and the elders 
stuck to the grand march. By rural 
[standards] dancing is wicked, but one is 
not held to have danced until the feet 
have been crossed. Feet don't get 
crossed when one grand marches. 

At elaborate affairs the organ from 
the Methodist church was moved up to 
the hall and Lizzimore, the blind man, 
presided. When informal gatherings 
were held, he merely played his guitar 
assisted by any volunteer with mouth 
organs or accordions. 

Among white people the march is. . . 
[quite] mild. But it has a kick in 
Eatonville. Everybody happy, shining 
eyes, gleaming teeth. Feet dragged 
'shhlap, shhlap! to beat out the time. No 
orchestra needed. Round and round! 
Back again, parse-me-la 1 shlap! shlap! 
Strut! Strut! Seaboard! Shlap! Shlap! 
Tiddy brumm! Mr. Clarke in the lead 
with Mrs. Moseley. 

. . .It's too much for some of the 
young folks. Double shuffling 



commences. Buck and wing. Lizzimore 
about to break his guitar. Accordion 
doing contortions. People fall back 
against the walls, and let the soloist have 
it, shouting as they clap the old, old 
double shuffle songs. . . . 

When the . . . dance was over, the 
boys would give the floor to the girls 
and they would parse-me-la with a sly 
eye out of the corner to see if anybody 
was looking who might "have them up 
in church" on conference night. Then 
there would be more dancing. Then Mr. 
Clarke would call for everybody's best 
attention and announce that 'freshments 
was served! ... Of course most of them 
had brought baskets in which were heaps 
of jointed and fried chicken, two or three 
kinds of pies, cakes, potato pone and 
chicken purlo. 2 The hall would separate 
into happy groups about the baskets until 
time for more dancing. 

But the boys and girls got scattered 
about during the war, and now they 
dance the fox-trot by a brand new piano. 
They do waltz and two-step still, but no 
one now considers it good form to lock 
his chin over his partner's shoulder . . . 
One night just for fun and to humor the 
old folks, they danced, that is, they 
grand marched, but everyone picked up 
their feet. Bah !! 



1 parse-me-la: a type of dance 

2 purlo: sometimes spelled "purloo," a thick stew made of rice, chicken and small game 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. Why did the older people only do 
the grand march? 

A The y did not consider the 
grand march to be true 
dancing. 

B They did not like the music 
that went with other dances. 

C They thought the fox-trot was 
too hard to learn. 

D They thought the grand march 
was the most romantic of all 
dances. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

2. The writer describes the girls' 
dancing in this way. 

the girls . . . would parse-me-la 
with a sly eye out of the corner to 
see if anybody was looking who 
might "have them up in church" 
on conference night 

What does this description say 
about the onlookers? 

A to show that there were "spies" 
at the dance 

B to show that the boys didn't 
want to dance 

C to show that some girls hoped 
for a marriage proposal 

D to show that the church 
sponsored the dance 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 



3. What does commences mean in 
this sentence? 

Double shuffling commences . 

A becomes easier 
B gets faster 
C ends 
D starts 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

4. Which statement best expresses 
the narrator's feelings about 
these dances? 

A disgusted 

B nostalgic 

C agitated 

D indifferent 

10LRA3.9/C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 

5. Why is it important to know that 
the story takes place in the time 
"before the World War"? 

A It explains why the people 
brought fast food to the dance. 

B It explains why dancing was 
frowned upon. 

C It helps the reader understand 
the happiness of the dancers. 

D It helps the reader understand 
the vocabulary used in the 
story. 

10LRA3.12/C AHSEE 10LRA3.12 
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Reading Practice continued 



6. Read this sentence from the 
passage. 

When the town wanted to put on 
its Sunday clothes and wash 
behind the ears , it put on a 
"breakdown." 

What does the underlined phrase 
mean? 

A take a bath 

B get dressed up 

C go to church 

D eat a fancy meal 

1 0LRA3 . II C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 

7. Zora Neale Hurston was an 
African American folklorist. How 
does the following statement 
reflect her heritage? 

Among the white people the 
march is . . . [quite] mild. But it 
has a kick in Eatonville. 



A It shows that she likes to watch all 
people dance. 

B It shows that she thinks all people 
dance the same. 

C It shows that she is familiar with 
the way people dance in Eatonville 
and in other small towns. 

D It shows that she recognizes and 
appreciates the dance customs of 
different cultures. 



8. In this sentence from the story, 
the word presided suggests that 
Lizzimore 

At elaborate affairs the organ from 
the Methodist church was moved 
up to the hall and Lizzimore, the 
blind man, presided . 

A was the only elected official at 
the dance. 

B was the accepted leader. 

C was the head usher. 

D sent out the invitations. 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

9. The fact that the elaborate dances 
use the organ from the Methodist 
church is ironic because 

A the organ does not make very 
good dance music. 

B the organ would have to be 
moved back to the church. 

C the guitar that is used during 
informal dances is just as 
entertaining. 

D the church is against dancing 
but allows its organ to be used 
for these affairs. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 



8LRA3 . II C AHSEE 8LRA3.7 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Don't Put a Price Tag on Life 




Dear Editor: 

Last month a group of parents proposed the elimination of the driver's education 
program at Jefferson High School. Parents were concerned with the high costs of 
such a program. Although these programs may seem costly on the surface, a little 
research proves differently. 

Statistics show that while teens make up only 7 percent of all drivers, they are 
involved in 20 percent of all traffic accidents. How can we change these statistics? 
Provide driver's training courses. Good driving is something that is learned through 
defensive-driving techniques. Just as practice makes the quarterback a better player, 
practice will also make better drivers. These lessons and practice are offered in our 
driver's education classes. 

Last year, of the students who took driver's training at our school, 93 percent 
passed the state licensing examination on the first try. Who will provide this training 
if the school does not? Private training schools are expensive, and this may be a 
deterrent for those students on a limited budget. Imagine a student who practices a 
few times on our streets, with no supervision! Somehow this individual manages to 
pass the written part of the state exam and miraculously passes the driving test. Now 
we have armed an untrained driver with a license to operate a motor vehicle. 

In the long run, it is more cost effective to pay for driver's training in the 
beginning. Because teens who take driver's education classes have fewer accidents, 
insurance companies charge them lower rates. Let's not forget our licensed, untrained 
driver. Once this driver, who is already paying higher insurance premiums, has an 
accident, everyone's insurance rates increase. Insurance companies are in business to 
make a profit, so it's in everyone's best interest to think about driver's education in 
our schools. 

Think over this proposal again. Teens who complete a driver's training course are 
safer drivers. There is no substitute for quality instruction from professionals in a 
school setting. This training should not be limited to those who can afford private 
training. Safety is for everyone; give us what we deserve. 
Hector Alba 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. The writer's main concern is 

A his driving record. 

B the high cost of insurance. 

C safety for all drivers. 

D the lack of qualified driving 
instructors. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

2. Why does the writer compare 
drivers to quarterbacks? 

A to express his love of football 

B to show school spirit 

C to highlight his writing ability 

D to provide an example of the 
value of practice 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 

3. Hector Alba describes a student 
who receives a license without 
any training and then gets into an 
accident. In doing so, Alba 
appeals to which emotion? 

A hunger 

B love 

C fear 

D happiness 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

4. The writer use statistics in his 
letter to show that 

A he is a mathematician. 

B his opinions are based on 
facts. 

C he is opinionated. 
D he is charming. 
10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 



5. What is the best synonym for 
deterrent in the following 
sentence ? 

Private training schools are 
expensive, and this may be a 
deterrent for those students on a 
limited budget. 

A hindrance 
B disappointment 
C opportunity 
D embargo 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

6. Which is the best summary of this 
passage? 

A Driver's education is not as 
expensive as parents believe. 

B Driver's education may be 
expensive, but it saves lives. 

C Teenagers are bad drivers. 

D Most students cannot afford 
private driver's education. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

7. What is the main purpose of this 
editorial? 

A to explain the pros and cons of 
teen drivers 

B to convince the government to 
raise the age for a driver's 
license 

C to persuade the school board to 
keep the driver's ed program 

D to show the need for a better 
driver's ed program 

10RC2.1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 
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Reading Practice continued 



8. Read this statement from the 
passage. 

Imagine a student who practices a 
few times on our streets, with no 
supervision! 

What is the logical flaw in this 
statement? 

A A person with a permit is not 
allowed to drive on city 
streets. 

B A licensed driver does not 
count as real supervision. 

C Students do not practice 
driving before they get their 
license. 

D A person with a permit is 
required to have a licensed 
driver with him or her. 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 



9. What is the effect of the 
connotation of armed in this 
sentence? 

Now we have an armed and 
untrained driver with a license to 
operate a motor vehicle. 

A to compare a young driver to an 

inexperienced athlete 
B to describe young drivers as careful 
C to compare a motor vehicle to a 

machine gun 
D to describe a car as a dangerous 

weapon 

10V1.2/CAHSEE 10V1.2 

10. Based on the editorial, you can 
infer that Hector Alba 

A is a teenager who attends 
Jefferson High School. 

B writes the local newspaper. 

C is a driver's education teacher 
at Jefferson High School. 

D is the parent of a Jefferson 
High School student. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the song below. Then read each question and choose the best answer. 
Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Liberty Tree 
Thomas Paine 




In a chariot of light, from the regions of the day, 

The Goddess of Liberty came, 
Ten thousand celestials directed her way, 

And hither conducted the dame. 
A fair budding branch from the gardens above, 

Where millions with millions agree, 
She brought in her hand as a pledge of her love, 

And the plant she named "Liberty Tree." 

The celestial exotic stuck deep in the ground, 

Like a native it flourished and bore; 
The fame of its fruit drew the nations around, 

To seek out this peaceable shore. 
Unmindful of names or distinctions they came, 

For freemen like brothers agree; 
With one spirit endowed, they one friendship pursued, 

And their temple was "Liberty Tree." 

Beneath this fair tree, like the patriarchs of old, 

Their bread in contentment they ate, 
Unvexed [not bothered] with the troubles of silver or gold, 

The cares of the grand and the great. 
With timber and tar they Old England supplied, 

And supported her power on the sea; 
Her battles they fought, without getting a groat, 1 

For the honor of "Liberty Tree." 



1 groat: four cents 
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Reading Practice continued 



2 3 

But hear, O ye swains , 'tis a tale most profane , 

How all the tyrannical powers, 
Kings, Commons and Lords, are uniting amain 4 

To cut down this guardian of ours. 
From the East to the West blow the trumpet to arms, 

Through the land let the sound of it flee; 
Let the far and the near all unite with a cheer, 

In defense of our "Liberty Tree." 



2 swains: country boys 

3 profane: contemptible 

4 amain: exceedingly 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. What are celestials in this line of 
the song? 

Ten thousand celestials directed 
her way 

A angels 
B soldiers 
C farmers 

D government officials 
10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

2. According to the song, people 
come from other nations because 

A they like good fruit. 

B they want to see angels. 

C they like to travel. 

D they want to experience 
freedom. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

3. What does this song suggest 
about the relationship between 
the colonies and England? 

A They are great friends. 

B The colonies are grateful that 
England gave them liberty in 
the first place. 

C England wants to take away 
the colonies' freedoms. 

D They have an equitable trade 
relationship. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/CAHSEE 10LRA3.3 



4. What does the speaker mean by 
this description of immigrants? 

Unmindful of name or distinctions 
they came. 

A They did not care if anyone 
could pronounce their names. 

B They did not have a class 
system. 

C They did not know anyone 
else's names. 

D They could not speak the 
language. 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.8 

5. What is the main effect of having 
a goddess plant the liberty tree in 
the ground? 

A It shows that liberty is really 
just a dream. 

B It shows that farming is 
important. 

C It shows that liberty has been 
given from heaven and should 
not be hindered by people. 

D It shows that liberty can be 
killed if it is not watered. 

10LRA3.7/C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 

6. What does the tree symbolize? 

A American ideals of freedom 
B a farm economy 
C immigration 
D the Revolutionary War 
10LRA3.7/C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 
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Reading Practice continued 



7. How would this song most likely 
be different if it were written 
after the American Revolution? 

A It would not show anger with 
Kings, Commons, and Lords. 

B It would tell how the tree died. 

C It would be about George 
Washington instead of Liberty. 

D It would describe the tree as 
victorious. 

1 0LRA3 . 1 21 C AH SEE 10LRA3.12 

8. Read these lines from the last 
verse of the song. 

But hear, O ye swains, 'tis a tale 
most profane, 

How all the tyrannical powers, 
Kings, Commons and Lords, are 
uniting amain 

To cut down this guardian of 
ours. 



What is most significant about 
the speaker using the descriptions 
swains and tyrannical Kings, 
Commons and Lords ? 

A He compares his readers to 
country boys. 

B He appeals to "every man" to 
fight the cruel noblemen. 

C He compares the nobles to 
dictators. 

D He does not write this for 
women. 

10LRA3.il/CAHSEE 10LRA3.11 



9. This song was most likely written 
to 

A cheer up American soldiers on 
the warfront. 

B convince the British to 
surrender. 

C persuade people to join the 
Revolutionary army. 

D commemorate the last battle of 
the war. 

10LRA3.1/CAHSEE 10LRA3.1 

10. What does flourished mean as it 
is used in this line from the song? 

Like a native it flourished and 
bore; 

A got flowers 
B grew and did well 
C ate well 
D shrank 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

The Jacket 




Val cautiously poked his head into the 
living room, where his grandmother sat 
watching the evening news. "Uh ... hi 
Grandma," he said, "I'm home." His 
grandmother gave him a look that meant 
he was expected to take a seat on the 
overstuffed sofa near her chair. 

As Val slumped into the sofa, his 
grandmother turned off the television 
and focused her attention on him. He 
grabbed one of the pillows, holding it in 
his lap as if for protection from his 
grandmother's stern glare. 

"You know that your principal called 
me today." She wasn't asking a 
question. "Now I want you to tell me 
what happened." 

The boy lowered his head. "I didn't 
do anything wrong, Grandma," he said 
miserably, "but Mr. Sanchez doesn't 
believe me. Nobody believes me." His 
stomach was a tight leather knot. 

"Try me," said Val's grandmother. 

Val looked down at his feet as he 
spoke. "You know Travis and I went to 
the school track last night to run. Well, 
Travis had on his new leather jacket, the 
one he got from his dad. He took it off 
and laid it on the bleachers while we 
were running, only we got to joking 
around, and he forgot about it when we 
left." Val paused; the only sound came 
from the slow ticking of the large clock 



on the desk. "So this morning he went 
up to school early to get it, and it was 
gone. Only later on I saw Joe Porter 
wearing it." 

"How did you know it was Travis's 
jacket Joe was wearing?" Grandma's 
eyebrows became little mountaintops as 
she asked the question. 

"I could just tell it was the same one. 
Anyhow, I told Travis that Joe had his 
jacket, but Travis just wanted to let it 
go — he didn't want to do anything. He's 
scared because Joe is so big and mean, 
but . . .that's a brand-new jacket! And 
his dad gave it to him!" Val struggled to 
communicate the injustice of the 
situation. 

"And so—?" 

Val's voice became less sure. "And 
so, when Joe went to gym class, I snuck 
into the locker room and took the jacket. 
So I could give it back to Travis." 

"And that's when the principal 
caught you." 

"He thought I was stealing the 
jacket, but I wasn't — Joe Porter stole it. I 
was just taking it back, for Travis. And 
now we all have to meet in Mr. 
Sanchez's office tomorrow before 
school." 

Val's grandmother looked 
thoughtful. "All right, boy. You've got 
that meeting tomorrow morning. 
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Reading Practice continued 



Between now and then, you better think 
hard about whether what you did was 
right." 

The next morning, Val, Travis and 
Joe were ushered into the principal's 
office. The jacket lay on his desk. "It 
seems that there is disagreement as to 
who owns this jacket," Mr. Sanchez 
said, picking the jacket up. "Val says 
that it belongs to Travis, but Joe says 
that it belongs to him. What do you say, 
Travis?" 

"Er . . .That's my jacket, Mr. 
Sanchez." Travis glanced sideways at 
Joe. "My dad gave it to me for my 
birthday last week." 

"He's lying!" said Joe angrily. "It's 
mine!" 

"All right, Joe. We'll hear your side 
of it next. Travis, do you have any proof 
that this is yours?" 

"Yes, Mr. Sanchez," Travis said, 
reaching for the jacket. "I put my initials 
on the back of the label." He lifted up 
the large white label sewn inside the 
jacket collar. "See, they're right . . ." 
Travis stopped midsentence. He looked 
confused. "They're not there. But . . ." 

"That's because it's not yours," Joe 
said, snatching the jacket from Travis's 
hand. "I got that jacket for my birthday 
last week. Look, Mr. Sanchez, my mom 



even gave me the receipt so I could 
prove it." He reached into his jeans 
pocket and gave a white slip of paper to 
the principal, who examined it and 
looked up. 

"This clearly is Joe's jacket," he 
said. "Travis, I'm afraid yours is gone; 
next time you might take more care 
about where you leave your things." 
Then he turned his attention to Val, 
whose mouth was still hanging open in 
disbelief. "And you, Val. For starters, 
you owe Joe an apology." 

Shocked, his face red, Val mumbled, 
"I'm sorry," unable to look up and meet 
the other boy's eyes. 

"Do you have anything else to say?" 
Mr. Sanchez asked. He clearly did 
expect more. 

"Well, I . . ." Val paused, looking 
thoughtful and embarrassed at the same 
time. "I . . .shouldn't have assumed Joe 
stole the jacket. And I shouldn't have 
taken it from the locker room, even if I 
did think he stole it." 

"You're right, Val," said the 
principal. "What you did was wrong, 
even if you thought you were doing it 
for the right reasons, and there have to 
be consequences. Travis and Joe, you 
can leave. Val, you stay. We need to 
talk." 
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Reading Practice continued 



1. Val does not confront Joe before 
taking the jacket from the locker 
room because 

A Val thinks Joe Porter had 
stolen the jacket from Travis. 

B Val is afraid of Joe Porter. 

C Val knows Joe is planning to 
return the jacket to Travis. 

D Val does no think he will get 
caught. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

2. Val's grandmother tells him to 
"think hard" about what he did 
because she wants him to 

A think about how Joe Porter 
might feel. 

B realize that Joe Porter didn't 
steal Travis's jacket. 

C realize that what he did was 
wrong. 

D think twice before sticking up 
for his friends in the future. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/C AHSEE 10LRA3.3 

3. What is the connotation of 
ushered in this sentence from the 
story? 

The next morning, Val, Travis, 
and Joe were ushered into the 
principal's office. 

A to be guided into a formal 
event by a waiter 

B to be walked to your seat in a 
courteous way 

C to be told to keep quiet 

D to be forced to go somewhere 
you don't want to go 

10V1.2/C AHSEE 10V1.2 



4. What question is a reader most 
likely to ask after reading the first 
three paragraphs? 

A What did Val do to get into 
trouble at school? 

B Does Val live with his 
grandmother? 

C Why is Val's grandmother so 
upset? 

D Did Val steal the jacket? 

10LRA3.6/C AHSEE 10LRA3.6 

5. Which statement best describes 
Val? 

A He is timid and afraid to stand 
up for himself. 

B He is serious and quick to 
become angry. 

C He is friendly but is often in 
trouble. 

D He is loyal but acts without 
thinking. 

10LRA3.4/C AHSEE 10LRA3.4 

6. What will most likely happen 
next? 

A The principal will tell Val to 
forget the whole thing. 

B The principal is going to give 
Val detention. 

C Val is going to tell the 
principal that he really is 
innocent. 

D The principal will make Val 
buy Joe a new jacket. 

10LRA3.6/C AHSEE 10LRA3.6 
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7. Read these lines from the 
passage. 

"You know that your principal 
called me today." She wasn't 
asking a question. "Now I want 
you to tell me what happened." 

This dialogue shows that Val's 
grandmother was 

A angry, but wanted to hear 
Val's side of the story. 

B curious about what had 
happened. 

C making a joke. 

D tired of getting calls from the 
school. 

1 0LRA3 . 1 0/ C AH SEE 10LRA3.10 

8. Which of these events would you 
place next on a timeline of the 
events from this story? 

_J I I 

Tt»»lo.« Itftriaia 

hi. jack. j.cUfron. 

Joe'.locW 

A Joe gets angry about his 
missing jacket. 

B The principal catches Val 
taking the jacket. 

C Val's grandmother asks what 
happened. 

D Val finds out the jacket 
belongs to Joe 

1 0LRA3 . 6/ C AHSEE 10LRA3.6 



9. Which of the following is an 
example of a metaphor? 

A Val cautiously poked his head 
into the living room, where his 
grandmother sat watching the 
evening news. 

B Grandma's eyebrows became 
little mountaintops as she 
asked the question. 

C And now we all have to meet 
in Mr. Sanchez's office 
tomorrow before school. 

D "Travis, I'm afraid yours is 
gone; next time you might take 
more care about where you 
leave your things." 

10LRA3.7/C AHSEE 10LRA3.7 

10. Which sentence from the story 
shows that Val learned 
something? 

A "I . . . shouldn't have assumed 
Joe stole the jacket." 

B "And so, when Joe went to 
gym class, I snuck into the 
locker room and took the 
jacket." 

C "He thought I was stealing the 
jacket, but I wasn't — Joe 
Porter stole it." 

D "I didn't do anything wrong, 
Grandma, . . . but Mr. Sanchez 
doesn't believe me." 

10LRA3.10/C AHSEE 10LRA3.10 
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Read the two selections below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Selection One: Nothing to Sneeze At 



For the ninety percent of all people who 
do not have any allergies, the issue of 
allergies may seem trivial. However, for 
the ten percent of all people who do 
suffer, allergies are no laughing matter. 
In very unusual cases, they can even be 
deadly. Examples of deadly allergies 
generally involve rare cases in which the 
victim is extremely allergic to a certain 
food, medicine, or insect bite and cannot 
get emergency medical help quickly 
enough. Most people do not have to 
worry about anything so dramatic. 
Nonetheless, an estimated forty million 
Americans are made miserable every 
year by allergies. An estimated two 
billion dollars is spent each year on tests, 
treatments, and medications; and 
millions of work and school days are 
missed by allergy sufferers. 

An allergy sufferer is likely to 
experience a runny nose, watery eyes, a 
scratchy throat, and coughing. People 
who suffer from food allergies may also 
be troubled with various forms of 
stomach upset. Upper respiratory 
problems caused by allergies can lead to 
infections such as sinusitis, bronchitis, 
and even pneumonia. 

What exactly are allergies, why do 
some people have them while others do 
not, and what can be done about them? 
An allergic reaction is the body's 



defense against a disease-causing agent. 
For example, if a sensitive person 
breathes in the pollen from a plant, he or 
she may sneeze or have watery eyes. 
The person's body is trying to expel the 
irritant. This is fine for most people, but 
for allergy sufferers, their bodies seem 
unable to stop the counterattack. They 
keep on sneezing and coughing. 

Why some people get allergies and 
others don't is not entirely clear. It 
appears to have something to do with 
heredity. If your parents were allergy 
sufferers, the chances are greater that 
you will be, too. But heredity is not the 
sole cause. Environment seems very 
important. For example, people living in 
the Hill Country region of Texas are 
exposed to far more allergens, such as 
the infamous cedar pollen, than people 
living in other areas. Also, people with 
very healthy immune systems seem 
more resistant. 

There are many ways to cope with 
allergies. People with serious problems 
should see a doctor, who can prescribe a 
variety of treatment options. They 
include antihistamines to neutralize the 
allergens, decongestants to relieve 
congestion, and nasal steroids to protect 
the sinuses. In some cases, 
immunotherapy is able to cure sufferers 
of respiratory allergies. 
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In addition, sensitive individuals can 
make their homes as allergy-free as 
possible by taking a few preventive 
measures. These include keeping 
windows closed and using air-filtering 
devices when trees are blooming. 
Vacuuming often and carefully to 
remove pollen and dust mites; having no 
pets; and banning smoking in the home 
are also effective measures. 



Keeping the bedroom as free of 
allergens as possible is important since 
you spend approximately one third of 
your life there and are vulnerable while 
you are asleep. If you have a family pet 
and can't bring yourself to get rid of it 
even though it aggravates your allergies, 
you are advised to wash the animal often 
and keep it out of the bedroom. Other 
measures you can take include buying 
hypoallergenic pillows, blankets, and 
sheets. 
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Selection Two: Common Maladies 

Sometimes, especially during the winter 
months, you might notice increased 
numbers of people coughing, sneezing, 
or complaining about aches and pains. 
You might be a victim of a cold, the flu, 
or some other similar illness yourself. 
Many people use words such as cold, 
flu, or infection, but they may not have a 
clear understanding that even though 
these maladies are all similar, there are 
differences as well. A patient with the 
flu, for example, will show different 
symptoms from those of a patient with a 
cold. A cold is a minor viral infection 
that generally involves a runny or stuffy 
nose, a sore throat, and some discomfort. 
There may be a moderate amount of 
coughing. Fevers are sometimes 
associated with the common cold. The 
patient usually suffers for five to seven 
days. Treating a cold's symptoms will 
make a patient feel better, but nothing 
can cure a cold. Treatment includes rest, 
plenty of fluids, and decongestants. 

Sometimes colds can develop into 
more serious respiratory infections, such 
as bronchitis and pneumonia. Bronchitis 
is an inflammation of the bronchial tubes 
to the lungs. It can make breathing 
difficult. Pneumonia is an even more 
dangerous pulmonary condition. Both of 



these are serious infections that are 
usually related to bacteria; but in some 
cases, such as viral pneumonia, they can 
also be caused by viruses. Bacterial 
throat and lung infections are usually 
treated with antibiotic medicines that a 
doctor would prescribe. Viral cases, 
including colds, do not respond to 
antibiotics. 

Unlike a cold, the flu is a more 
serious virus that can last longer and 
cause more suffering. A flu sufferer may 
have a severe cough. A case of the flu is 
often accompanied by a fever that might 
range from 101 °F to 104°F and last for 
three to four days. The patient often 
suffers severe discomfort including 
headaches and body aches. Patients may 
feel weak and exhausted for several 
weeks. 

The treatment for the flu is much the 
same as the treatments for other viral 
infections" rest, fluids, and over-the- 
counter medicines that relieve the 
sniffling, coughing, and fever. The flu, 
like other viral infections, does not 
respond to antibiotic medicines. 
Sufferers just have to wait out the 
discomfort. In fact, no matter which of 
these conditions you may eventually 
come down with, you are going to feel 
miserable for a while. 
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1. The second paragraph of 
Selection One is mostly about 

A causes of allergies. 

B treatments for allergies. 

C symptoms of allergies. 

D tests for allergies. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

2. How does the author of Selection 
One show that the information is 
based on scientific fact? 

A by explaining how heredity 
plays a role in illness 

B by identifying the sources for 
all the facts presented 

C by describing serious 
respiratory illnesses in a 
scientific way 

D The author does not show that 
the information is really based 
on scientific facts. 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 

3. According to Selection Two, what 
is the main difference between a 
cold and the flu? 

A The flu lasts longer and is 
more serious. 

B A cold lasts longer and is more 
serious. 

C A cold cannot be cured, but 
the flu can. 

D They are basically the same 
thing, and people use the terms 
interchangeably. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 



4. According to Selection One, most 
allergy sufferers experience 
symptoms that are 

A unpredictable. 

B annoying and uncomfortable. 

C life-threatening. 

D barely noticeable. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

5. What is the main idea of Selection 
Two? 

A The flu and common cold are 
nothing to worry about. 

B The flu is caused by bacteria 
and the cold is caused by a 
virus. 

C A cold and the flu can 
sometimes lead to serious 
illnesses. 

D There are no treatments for 
bacterial infections. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

6. How are these two selections 
alike? 

A They both have an informative 
purpose. 

B They both focus on viral 
infections. 

C They both provide advice on 
avoiding the condition. 

D They both present statistics on 
the numbers of sufferers. 

8RC2.3/CAHSEE 8RC2.3 
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7. What does the word maladies in 
the title of Selection Two mean? 

A illnesses 

B aches 

C symptoms 

D patients 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

8. Which of these could be 
consulted for accurate 
information on how to prevent 
getting the flu? 

A a medical journal that provides 
research results of different 
types of flu vaccines 

B a question and answer section 
of a medical Web site where 
anyone can post a question and 
provide an answer 

C a magazine article that 

describes the flu symptoms in 
children and ways to treat 
children with the flu 

D a doctor's pamphlet that 
provides an overview of the 
flu, including symptoms, 
treatments, and prevention tips 

10RC2.3/CAHSEE 10RC2.3 

9. People with allergies, colds, or the 
flu are most likely to experience 

A severe aches and pains. 

B coughing. 

C temperature of 1 0 1 °F to 
104°F. 

D stomach upset. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 



10. Read this sentence from Selection 
One. 

For example, people living in the 
Hill Country region of Texas are 
exposed to far more allergens, 
such as the infamous cedar pollen, 
than people living in other areas. 

The word infamous suggests that 

A the cedar pollen is well4aiown 
for the harm it causes people. 

B Texans are proud of the cedar 
pollen. 

C people around the world 

marvel at the cedars in Texas's 
Hill Country region. 

D Texans have kept this cedar 
pollen a secret from most of 
the world. 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 



Human Genetics 

H 



Single allele traits are controlled by a 
single allele of a gene. Geneticists have 
discovered that more than 200 human 
traits are governed by a single dominant 
allele. Huntington's Disease (HD) is 
caused by a dominant allele located on 
an autosome and is therefore said to 
show an autosomal-dominant pattern of 
inheritance. The first symptoms of 
HD — mild forgetfulness and 
irritability — appear in victims in their 
thirties and forties. In time, HD causes 
loss of muscle control, uncontrollable 
physical spasms, severe mental illness, 
and eventually death. Unfortunately, 
most people who have the HD allele do 
not know that they have the disease until 
after they have children. Thus, the 
disease is unknowingly passed on from 
one generation to the next. 

Recently, however, scientists have 
discovered a genetic marker for the HD 
allele. A genetic marker is a short 
section of DNA that is known to have a 
close association with a particular gene 



located nearby. Thus, the presence of a 
genetic marker in a DNA sample is a 
strong indicator that a particular allele 
(in this case, the allele for HD) is also 
present. People who have the genetic 
marker for the HD allele have a 96 
percent chance of developing HD. By 
conducting a test on sample cells, 
geneticists are now able to inform a 
person of the presence of the marker 
before he or she becomes a parent. 

More than 250 other single-allele 
traits are controlled by homozygous 
recessive alleles. Cystic Fibrosis (CF) 
and sickle cell anemia are examples of 
single-allele recessive traits. Single- 
allele recessive traits are fully expressed 
only when the individual has two copies 
of the recessive allele and is thus 
homozygous recessive. Because cystic 
fibrosis and sickle cell anemia are 
caused by recessive alleles located on 
autosomes, they are said to show an 
autosomal-recessive pattern of 
inheritance. 
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1. The passage suggests that people 
should find out whether they 
carry an allele for Huntington's 
Disease before the onset of 
symptoms so that 

A they can plan for their future 
care. 

B they can then avoid passing 
the disease to their children. 

C they can prevent the 

development of the disease. 

D they will not spread the 
disease to their friends and 
neighbors. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

2. Read the second sentence from 
the passage. 

Geneticists have discovered that 
more than 200 human traits are 
governed by a single dominant 
allele. 



Which of these questions might a 
reader have after reading the 
passage? 

A What is a single dominant 
allele? 

B What are some of the other 
human traits governed this 
way? 

C What are human traits? 
D What do geneticists do? 
10RC2.3/CAHSEE 10RC2.3 



3. What word from the passage is 
derived from the Latin root that 
means face, family, or kind ? 

A genetic 

B human 

C traits 

D cells 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

4. What is the main purpose of this 
selection? 

A to convince people to get 
tested for Huntington's 
Disease before they have 
children 

B to persuade high school 

students to be come geneticists 

C to explain how single allele 
traits work 

D to describe one person's 

struggle against cystic fibrosis. 

10RC2.1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 

5. A person who has a genetic 
marker for Huntington's Disease 

A definitely has the allele for 
HD. 

B is very likely to have the allele 
for HD. 

C will never develop HD. 

D is not likely to get HD. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 
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6. The second paragraph of the 
selection 



A 



discusses genetic markers and 
how they can help people 
know if they are at risk of 
developing Huntington's 
Disease. 



B 



D 



explains how Huntington's 

Disease shows an autosomal- 
dominant pattern of 
inheritance. 

explains how Cystic Fibrosis 
and sickle cell anemia show 
autosomal-recessive patterns. 

tells the symptoms associated 
with Huntington's Disease and 
when these symptoms are 
usually seen 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 

7. What is the difference between a 
trait that is governed by a single 
dominant allele and a single 
recessive trait? 

A There is no difference between 
the way these traits are passed 
down. 

B A single dominant allele will 
not produce the trait, but a 
single recessive allele will 
produce the trait. 

C A single dominant allele will 
produce the trait, but a single 
recessive allele will not 
produce the trait. 

D Single dominant alleles always 
determine inherited fatal 
illnesses, and single dominant 
alleles do not. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 



8. If a person has only one allele 
that carries cystic fibrosis, 

A the person will develop cystic 
fibrosis. 

B the person's children will 
definitely have cystic fibrosis. 

C the person will not develop 
cystic fibrosis. 

D the person may develop cystic 
fibrosis in response to 
environmental conditions. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

9. Which of the following sources 
would best help a reader 
understand more about the ideas 
in this article? 

A a diary written by someone 
suffering from Huntington's 
Disease 



B 



D 



a scientific essay describing 
the medications used for the 
symptoms of these illnesses 

a news article with statistics to 
show how many people have 
each illness 

a science journal explaining 
how genetic traits are passed 
down 



10RC2.3/CAHSEE 10RC2.3 
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Reading Practice continued 



Read the selections below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Warranty 




VENOX PORTABLE DISHWASHER LIMITED WARRANTY 

Obligations 

In order to obtain warranty service, the product must be delivered and picked up from 
an authorized Venox Service Center at the user's expense unless specifically stated 
otherwise in this warranty. First, an Authorized Repair Number (ARN) must be 
issued by our Service Center. Call (toll free) 1-800-555-4786 to receive a number. 
Write the number on the mail packaging. The names and addresses of Authorized 
Venox Service Centers are listed below. Service centers are unable to accept items for 
repair without an ARN. Such items will be returned to sender at the sender's expense. 

Nevada Office Michigan Office Alabama Office Maryland Office 

3 1 5 Red River Road 8892 Maple Drive 5 0 1 Century Blvd. 6114 Nuens Street 

Middleton, NV 76381 Taft, MI 96430 Vaughn, AL 29588 Perryvale, MD 85209 

THIS WARRANTY IS VALID ONLY ON VENOX PRODUCTS PURCHASED 
OR RENTED AND USED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
EXCLUDING HAWAII AND ALL U.S. TERRITORIES AND PROTECTORATES. 
This warranty applies only to the original retail user, and does not apply to products 
used for any industrial, professional, or commercial purpose. The original dated bill 
of sale, sales slip, or rental agreement must be submitted to the authored Venox 
Service Center at the time warranty service is requested. 

Subject to the OBLIGATIONS above and EXCLUSIONS below, Venox Kendall 
(USA) Corporation (VKC) warrants this Venox product against defects in materials 
and workmanship for the periods of LABOR and PARTS specified below. VKC will 
repair or replace (at its option) the product and any of its parts which fail to conform 
to this warranty. The warranty period commences on the date the product was first 
purchased or rented at a retail outlet. 



Labor 


Parts 


1 year 


1 year 
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Tax Form 



Worksheet for 

I HMIill lllS 

who checked 
• Yes" on line 5 
(Keep a copy 
for your 
records.) 



Use this worksheet to figure the amount to enter on line 5 if someone 
can claim you (or your spouse if married) as a dependent , even if that 
person chooses not to do so. To find out if someone can claim you as a 
dependent, use TeleTax topic 354 (see page 6). 



A. Amount, if any, from line 1 on front Enter total 

+ 250.00 A. 

B. Minimum standard deduction B. 

C. Enter the LARGER of line A or line B here C. 

D. Maximum standard deduction. If single, enter 4,300.00; 

if married, enter 7,200.00 D. 

E. Enter the SMALLER of line C or line D here. This is your 
standard deduction E. 

F. Exemption amount: 

■ If single, enter 0 F. 

■ If married and— 

—both you and your spouse can be claimed as dependents, 
enter 0. 

—only one of you can be claimed as a dependent, enter 
2,750.00. 

G. Add lines E and F, Enter the total here and on line 5 

on the front G. 



If you checked "no" on lint- r> because no one ran claim you (or your 
spouse if married) as a dependent, enter on line 5 the amount shown 
below that applies to you. 

■ If single, enter 7,050.00. This is the total of your standard 
deduction (4,300.00) and your exemption. 

■ If married, enter 12.700.00. This is the total of your standard 
deduction (7,200.00), your exemption (2,750.00). and your spouse's 
exemption (2,750.00). 
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1. What does dependent mean as it 
is used in the Tax Form? 

A subordinate 

B equivalent 

C not mathematically 
independent 

D a person relying on others for 
support 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

2. According to the Tax Form, if 
you are not sure if you can be 
claimed as a dependent, you 
should 

A fill in the larger amount on 
line C. 

B use TeleTax topic 354. 

C enter the maximum standard 
deduction. 

D total lines E and F into line G. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

3. Which of the following is clear 
from the instructions of item A 
on the Tax Form? 

A There may or may not be an 
amount to record on this line. 

B There will not be an amount to 
record on this line. 

C There will be an amount of at 
least 250.00 to record on this 
line. 

D There will be an amount larger 
than 700.00 to record on this 
line. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 



4. In the Tax Form, the square 
bullets are used to indicate 

A lines for dependents. 

B where the filer must add. 

C categories for itemized lines. 

D where errors can occur. 

10RC2.1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 

5. According to the Venox 
Warranty, who is financially 
responsible for getting the 
dishwasher to and from the 
Venox Service Center? 

A the Venox Service Center 

B the customer 

C the dealer 

D the factory 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

6. The warranty for the 
dishwasher's parts expires one 
year after 

A the dishwasher breaks. 

B the dishwasher is first 
repaired. 

C the dishwasher is made. 

D the dishwasher is sold or 
rented. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 
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7. Why would a Venox Service 
Center return a product unfixed? 

A The dishwasher is six months 
old. 

B The owner did not get an ARN 
before sending it to Venox. 

C The product was being rented. 

D The dishwasher was purchased 
in Ohio. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

8. In the Warranty, why is the first 
sentence after the addresses 
written completely in small 
capital letters? 

A This distinguishes the 

warranty from the addresses. 

B It contains the initials U.S. and 
initials are always in small 
capital letters. 

C It is a very important sentence 
about the warranty. 

D It tells what needs to be 

submitted to the service center 
in order for the warranty to be 
valid. 

10RC2. 1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 



9. The Warranty lists different 
Venox office locations. This is 

most likely 

A because the company used to 
have fewer offices. 

B to help consumers decide 
which place would be best to 
send their product for repair. 

C to show that the company has 
a national presence. 

D because the law requires 
warranties to list a company's 
headquarters. 

10RC2. 1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 

10. What question might a reader 
still have after reading the Venox 
Warranty? 

A What do I do if I bought the 
dishwasher in Hawaii? 

B Where is the Michigan office? 

C How do I get an Authorized 
Repair number? 

D How long is the warranty good 
for on the product? 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 
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Read the selection below, which tells the story of immigrants who came to the 
U.S. in the 1830s and 1840s. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

A German Family Settles in Illinois 
Gustave Koerner 



Mr. Engelmann, Sophie, Ruppelius, 
myself, and Doctor Engelmann, started 
for the upper farm. A farm wagon drawn 
by two yoke of oxen had been hired to 
move our goods from St. Louis . . . and 
[it] held nearly all our things. . . . [0]nce 
over the river, we seated ourselves 
comfortably on some of the mattresses. 
It was terribly hot and the dust at many 
places was six inches deep. . . . 

About two o'clock in the afternoon 
we reached Belleville [Illinois]. On 
Main Street, our caravan, which had 
excited the curiosity of the few people 
there, halted at a tavern, the Virginia 
House. No wonder that we excited 
astonishment. The doctor was on a very 
fine horse. Mr. Engelman, of imposing 
stature and wearing a mustache and a 
chin beard . . . looked like a military 
officer of high rank; Sophie appeared as 
a young lady, while Ruppelius and I 
carried double-barreled shotguns. 

Beards at that time were not worn by 
Americans. . . . The fashion of wearing 
beards did not arise till after the Mexican 
War in 1848, when our citizen soldiers 
mostly returned bearded. And this 
decidedly reputable, but very foreign- 
looking party, came in an ox wagon! A 
year or two afterwards, when emigration 



was pouring into this region of the 
country, our appearance would not have 
been particularly noticed. 

When we alighted, a tall, lean, white- 
haired man, as straight as a pole . . . 
showed us into a small room, serving as 
a general hall and parlor at the same 
time. It was Major Doyle . . . who now . 
. . [kept] an inn at Belleville. . . . After 
we had washed, we [decided to have] 
something to eat. I asked the Major very 
innocently for some lunch. He seemed 
very much surprised. "Sir," said he to 
me," supper will be ready at six o'clock. 
We have nothing in the house to eat 
between meals." Mr. Engelmann grew 
somewhat angry. "What, is this a tavern 
and we can get no kind of refreshment? . 
. . " Mrs. Doyle, a small, round, but very 
kindly looking lady, entered the room. 
Finding out what was going on, she 
remarked . . . that she could make us a 
cup of coffee. She had no bread: they 
made their bread for each meal; but she 
would send down to the baker's shop 
and get us some. Butter she had. 

About four o'clock, we resumed our 
journey. It was a beautiful road; nearly 
all the way fine, tall, beautiful timber, 
white oak, walnut, hickory, wild cherry, 
maple and sycamore; now and then there 
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were openings, where wild roses, 
blackberry and hawthorne bushes grew. 
We passed also some fine farms. At last, 
about six miles from Belleville ... we 
saw before us the old farmhouse. . . 

Our life on the upper farm was really 
a romantic one. American and German 



neighbors called frequently. As Doctor 
George and I spoke English "pretty 
plain," as the Americans said, we soon 
got acquainted with our American 
neighbors. . . . Some were great hunters 
and good for nothing else, but clever 
fellows after all. 
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1. Which line best shows that this 
group was one of the first 
immigrant families in the area? 

A "Beards at that time were not 
worn by Americans." 

B "A year or two afterwards, 
when emigration was pouring 
into this region of the country, 
our appearance would not 
have been particularly 
noticed." 

C 'After we washed, we 

[decided to have] something to 
eat." 

D "We soon got acquainted with 
out American neighbors." 

1 0LRA3 . 8/ CAHSEE 10LRA3.8 

2. The people of Belleville found the 
travelers to be unusual because 

A the men and women are 
traveling together. 

B they are coming from St. Louis. 

C their clothing and physical 
appearance are foreign 
looking. 

D they like to eat in the 
afternoon. 

1 0LRA3 . 3/CAHSEE 10LRA3.3 

3. Based on this selection alone, 
what personal quality do you 
think is important to the 
narrator? 

A valuing honesty 

B having good manners 

C being generous and hospitable 

D being educated 

1 0LRA3 . 91 CAHSEE 10LRA3.9 



4. How does this line from the story 
help set up the scene between 
Major Doyle and the travelers? 

It was terribly hot and the dust at 
many places was six inches deep. 

A It explains why they were so 
thirsty when arriving at the 
tavern. 

B It tells that they were dressed 
too warmly for the weather, 
which is why they were 
viewed as foreigners. 

C It explains why they looked so 
dirty and disreputable when 
they arrived in Belleville. 

D It shows that the travelers were 
probably uncomfortable and 
irritable after their travels. 

10LRA3. 3/CAHSEE 10LRA3.3 

5. This selection can best be 
characterized as 

A a myth. 

B a essay. 

C an autobiography. 

D fiction. 

10LRA3.1 /CAHSEE 10LRA3.1 
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6. Read this line from the passage. 

Mr. Engelman, of imposing 
stature and wearing a mustache 
and a chin beard . . 

What is most likely the meaning 
of the phrase "imposing stature"? 

A heavyset 

B having an angry expression 
C domineering 
D very tall 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

7. Read this line from the passage. 

When we alighted , a tall, lean, 
white-haired man, as straight as a 
pole . . . showed us into a small 
room, serving as a general hall 
and parlor at the same time. 

What does alighted mean? 

A lit a candle 
B got down from a horse 
C introduced oneself to others 
D ran away 
10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 



8. How do Mrs. Doyle's comments 
about bread help set the story in 
the past? 

A Today most people do not 
bake their own bread. 

B Today people are more likely 
to offer food to their guests 
than in the past. 

C Today most people do not eat 
bread. 

D Today most people bring their 
own food when they travel. 

1 0LRA3 . 1 21 C AHSEE 10LRA3.12 

9. Read the last sentence of the 
selection. 

Some were great hunters and 
good for nothing else, but clever 
fellows after all. 

Based on this sentence, you can 
infer that the narrator 

A wishes he could hunt as well 
as Americans. 

B does not like some of the 
Americans he meets. 

C thinks that hunting is an 
important skill. 

D respects the Americans he 
meets. 

10LRA3.9/C AHSEE 10LRA3.9 
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Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Saving the Sinking City 




Throughout its long history 
Venice, Italy, has been a city at war 
with water. It is built on low, sandy 
islands only a few feet above the sea. 
Each year the sea level rises a little and 
the islands sink a little. A writer in 523 
A.D. noted about Venice, "There lie 
your houses built like seabirds' nests 
half on sea and half on land . . . yet 
you fear not to place so frail a barrier 
between yourselves and the sea." 

The people of Venice have 
carefully maintained their "seabirds' 
nests" of lovely palaces and priceless 
artworks for more than 1,500 years. At 
present, though, the city risks sinking 
into the sea once and for all. With it a 
valuable part of the world's cultural 
heritage would be lost in the waves. 

Venice is built on a group of 120 
islands in the Adriatic Sea on the 
northeastern side of Italy. The city has 
long been a major port. The famous 
explorer Marco Polo sailed east from 
Venice in 1275, returning after he 
discovered a trade route to China. 
Venice's trade with China made it the 
most powerful city in the 
Mediterranean region. Venetian 
merchants were richer than many of 
Europe's kings, and they paid the most 
talented artists of the day to make their 



city "The Queen of the Adriatic." Few 
cities can match the romance of Venice, 
where canals take the place of streets and 
people travel in boats instead of 
automobiles. 

This unique city has prospered despite 
the fact that the sea level has climbed 
about thirteen centimeters every century. 
In addition, the land itself began to sink 
under the weight of heavy buildings. 
Modern technology made the situation 
worse. To improve shipping, Venetians 
deepened their harbor, which is called the 
Lagoon. This allowed more seawater to 
rush in and flood the city at high tides. 
Pollution levels in the Lagoon also 
increased, making the seawater even more 
destructive to the foundations of buildings. 
Then industries began to pump 
groundwater out of the islands and the 
land sank even faster. 

During the twentieth century, the sea 
level around Venice rose twenty-five 
centimeters due to global warming caused 
by pollution. Scientists predict that during 
the next century that rate may double. In 
the early 1900s, an important tourist 
attraction, St. Mark's Square, flooded 
about five times a year. Today it floods 
about fifty times a year. 

How will Venice protect its ancient 
treasures from such floods? Some people 
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argue that Venetians should do as they 
have in the past and build up the level of 
the ground on the islands. Unfortunately, 
that solution is costly and would involve 
covering over parts of famous attractions 
such as St. Mark's Square. Also, the 
foundations of the buildings exposed to 
the sea would continue to erode. 

Some scientists want to build a 
system of mechanical floodgates around 
Venice. The city could close these gates 
to seal off surging tides. The Italian 
government supported this solution for 
several years and engineers tested 
models of the gates, but it remains 
controversial. Building the gates would 
cost $3 billion and maintaining them 
would cost $2 million a year. As sea 
levels continue to rise, the city would 
have to close the gates more frequently. 
Scientists predict that by the year 2050 
the city might have to shut the gates at 
least once a week and maybe even every 
day. Such a schedule of closings would 
destroy the shipping industry. It would 
also increase water pollution because the 
harbor is cleaned by the flushing action 
of seawater. 



Another group of scientists proposes 
a more gradual solution. For now, they 
say, Venetians should take minor flood- 
control measures such as raising 
sidewalks and installing steel doors to 
protect low-lying buildings. In the 
meantime, they should focus first on 
cleaning up industrial waste and sewage 
in the harbor and, second, on moving the 
seaport to the mainland. Then floodgates 
can successfully protect the city from the 
sea without affecting shipping. This 
solution, though, requires cooperation 
among overlapping layers of city, 
regional, and national governments. 
Each group has a conflicting interest in 
the city's future. Many people believe 
that they will never agree on this or any 
other solution before it is too late. 

The proposal to clean up the Lagoon, 
move the seaport, and build floodgates is 
the only reasonable solution under 
consideration. The time for debating the 
merits of various proposals has passed. 
Each year the sea level rises. If there is 
no agreement on a solution soon, the 
world will watch helplessly while 
Venice and its priceless artworks slip 
under the waves and become a sunken 
treasure. 
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1. Read the first sentence of the 
passage. 

Throughout its long history 
Venice, Italy, has been a city at 
war with water. 

The writer uses the phrase "at 
war" because 

A the writer sees the problem as 
a life or death situation. 

B the army is going to get 
involved. 

C other nations are causing 
Venice's trouble. 

D the problem cannot be solved. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

2. The writer wants readers to 

A write to Congress and urge 
them to help the city of 
Venice. 

B visit Venice now before it is 
too late. 

C stop pollution so that global 
warming will stop destroying 
the world's cities. 

D understand the different 
reasons this problem is so 
difficult to address. 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 



3. What is the connotation of 
priceless in the following line 
from the passage? 

lovely palaces and priceless 
artworks 

A unable to be bought or sold 

B beautiful 

C extremely valuable 

D very old 

10V1.2/CAHSEE 10V1.2 

4. Which of the following best 
summarizes the passage? 

A The city of Venice has been 
sinking for a long time, but its 
troubles seem to be more 
serious now. 

B If the city of Venice does not 
solve this problem, the world 
will lose many beautiful works 
of art. 

C The city of Venice is old and 
has been dealing with the 
sinking problem for a long 
time, so there is no reason to 
think it will not continue to do 
so for hundreds of years more. 

D Over the last hundred years, 
the people of the city of 
Venice have made the problem 
much worse. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 



Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 



Focus on Standards 



59 



Name 



Class 



Date 



Reading Practice continued 



5. What is most likely the reason 
there is controversy about the 
solution of mechanical 
floodgates? 

A The shipping industry is 
important to the city of 
Venice. 

B Tourists will not visit a locked 
city. 

C The city does not want to hire 
full-time workers to manage 
the gates. 

D Ships will be destroyed when 
the waters dry up as a result of 
opening and closing the gates. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 

6. Read the following sentence from 
the passage. 

This unique city has prospered 
despite the fact that the sea level 
has climbed about thirteen 
centimeters every century. 

What does despite mean? 

A regardless of 
B trying to harm 
C alone 
D lucky 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 



7. What is the main affect of the 
quote from a writer in 523 A.D.? 

A to show that Venice has been 
an important city for a long 
time 

B to show that Venice has faced 
the problem of rising waters 
for a long time 

C to show when the city was first 
built 

D to show that the city has been 
a popular vacation spot for 
hundreds of years 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 

8. Which proposal does the author 
seem to support? 

A build up the ground level 

B build mechanical floodgates 

C clean the Lagoon and move 
the seaport 

D a combination of several 
proposals 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 

9. Which of the following would best 
help the writer to show how this 
problem affects ordinary people? 

A a quote from a scientist 
explaining how global 
warming affects the sea level 

B a chart showing how the land 
has sunk over time 

C a picture of one or two famous 
pieces of artwork from Venice 

D a picture of a Venetian home 
that is in danger of being 
destroyed by flood waters 

10RC2.8/CAHSEE 10RC2.8 
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Read the selection below. Then read each question and choose the best 
answer. Use the provided answer sheet to record your answers. 

Quill Computers 



Quill Computers Return Policy 

All returns of Quill Computers must include a Return Merchandise 
Authorization (RMA) Number. This number must be clearly marked on the 
outside of your shipping box or envelope. An RMA request will not be 
approved after 21 days of receiving your order. No returns will be accepted 
without a pre-approved RMA number. Please call our customer service 
department at 1-555-555-261 1 to obtain an RMA number. Please do not write 
the RMA number on the computer box. Shipping charges are non-refundable. 
The customer is responsible for shipping charges and insurance on all return 
shipments. 

Defective goods will only be replaced with the same or similar product. 
Any opened or unopened non-defective product in perfect condition may be 
returnable at our sole discretion and will be subject to a 10% processing fee. 
All products must be received by our Returns Department within 10 days of 
RMA issuance. Items received after 10 days will be refused. All items must be 
returned with original packaging, including all instructions, in perfect 
condition. 

Packages that are returned to sender or refused are subject to a 15% 
Restocking Fee. 

Any deviation from the return process outlined above will result in a 
delay of your refund and possibly a refusal of your return. 

Quill Computers Payment Options 

Credit Cards and Prepayment: All major credit cards are accepted with 
no added surcharge. If you prefer to pay by check or money order, call our 
sales office at 1-555-555-2610. We will take your order and direct your 
payment. Please allow five business days for pre-mailed checks to clear. All 
checks must include a contact person, return address, and phone number in 
order to be processed. A $20.00 fee will be charged on all returned checks. 
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C.O.D.: We also accept money orders and cashiers' checks for C.O.D. 
orders in the United States only. There is a $10.50 extra charge added to all 
C.O.D. orders. We require a photocopy of your payment faxed to us in advance 
to l-(555)-555-2615. The fax should be sent to the attention of the sales office 
and have your return name, address, and daytime telephone number on your 
faxed order. The amount of the cashier's check must be exactly the total cost of 
the order, including shipping, C.O.D. fee, and sales tax. 

Prepaid bank wire transfers: Please contact our sales office at 1-555-555- 
2610 for bank wire details. 

Purchase orders: Purchase Orders are accepted from credit-approved 
organizations for corporate, educational, and government orders. Contact one 
of our sales representatives (1-555-555-2610) for qualification and application 
details. Banking, trade references, and federal-tax- ID numbers may be 
required. Resellers are also required to submit state resale numbers when 
applicable. 

Universities: The minimum Purchase Order amount for universities is 
$1,000.00 USD. 

General Disclaimer 

All Cancelled Orders will be subject to a $25.00 Cancellation Fee. This is 
to cover the costs for administrative processing of your transaction and the 
administrative tasks involved in the cancellation of the transaction. 

The Sales Department is open 24 hours. The Shipping Department is 
open Monday through Friday with a 6pm EST and 3pm PST cut-off time. 
For in-stock items, we ship the same day when orders are received before 
the cut-off time. We do not ship on Saturday, on Sunday, or on major 
holidays. 
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1. Does the information about 
shipping charges belong in the 
first paragraph? 

A Yes, because the paragraph is 
about how to prepare your 
computer for return. 

B Yes, because the paragraph is 
about customers' 
responsibilities for costs 
associated with purchased 
computers. 

C No, because the paragraph is 
only about how to get an 
RMA. 

D No, because the paragraph is 
about the kinds of insurance 
available for Quill computers. 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 

2. A sales rep at Quill is most likely 
to ask for a tax-ID number when 
the customer is 

A placing a credit card order. 

B requesting an RMA. 

C making a purchase order. 

D faxing a copy of a C.O.D. 
payment. 

10RC2.4/CAHSEE 10RC2.4 

3. If a customer in California calls 
at 4:30 p.m. PST on a Friday to 
order an in-stock item, the order 
will be shipped on 

A that day. 

B Monday. 

C Tuesday. 

D the next Friday. 

10RC2.5/CAHSEE 10RC2.5 



4. Read this statement from the 
passage. 

The minimum Purchase Order 
amount for universities is $1,000 
USD. 

What does this mean? 

A All purchase orders have to be 
for at least $1,000 of 
merchandise. 

B Universities have to order at 
least $1,000 of merchandise if 
they want to use a purchase 
order. 

C Universities cannot order more 
than $ 1 ,000 of merchandise if 
they are using a purchase 
order. 

D Universities must order at least 
$1,000 of merchandise 
regardless of how they are 
paying for the order. 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 

5. What does defective mean in this 
sentence? 

Defective goods will only be 
replaced with the same or similar 
product. 

A imperfect 
B disliked 
C satisfactory 
D suitable 

10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 
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6. What is a surcharge ? 

All major credit cards are 
accepted with no added surcharge . 

A payment ahead of time 
B a refund 
C taxes 
D an extra fee 
10V1.1/CAHSEE 10V1.1 

7. What is the purpose of the 
boldfaced subheadings under 
"Quill Computers Payment 
Options"? 

A to help the customer find out 
what a bank wire transfer is 

B to help the customer learn 
about purchase orders and 
credit card payments only 

C to make it easier for a 

customer to figure out how to 
make a return 

D to make it easier for a 
customer to get specific 
information about each form 
of payment 

10RC2. 1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 



8. Why are the headings "Quill 
Computers Return Policy," 
"Quill Computers Payment 
Options," and "General 
Disclaimer" in a larger font size? 

A to take up more space on the 
page 

B to make the passage have an 
interesting look 

C to bring attention to the 
different sections of the 
passage 

D to show that headings are not 
complete sentences 

10RC2. 1/CAHSEE 10RC2.1 

9. What is the first step customers 
should take if they want to return 
an item? 

A Call customer service to 
request an RMA. 

B Mail the package to Quill 
Computers. 

C Call their credit card company 
to stop payment. 

D Write an e-mail explaining 
how the computer is defective. 

10RC2.7/CAHSEE 10RC2.7 
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